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REMARKS 

Claims 6-15 are pending. Claims 1-5 have been canceled. The applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration and allowance of this application in view of the above amendments and 
the following remarks. 

Claim 10 has been amended to correct an error in its dependency. Claim 10 now depends 
on claim 6 instead of canceled claim 1 . 

Claims 6-15 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 6168682 
to Bennett et al (hereafter, Bennett), US 2002/0037413 to Kishioka et al (hereafter, Kishioka), 
and US 6667952 to Komaki et al (hereafter, Komaki). The applicants respectfully request that 
this rejection be withdrawn for the following reasons. 

The substrate disclosed by Bennett is not a stamper-receiving layer, as claimed in claims 
6 and 1 1. A concavo-convex pattern is formed on the substrate when the substrate is prepared by 
injection molding. This is common knowledge for those skilled in the art. 

Furthermore, in Bennett, the materials of the substrate used for injection molding 
(column 5, lines 40-44) are not energy ray-curable because the material in the mold cannot be 
irradiated. It is an important object of the invention to reduce warping in optical disks. The 
warping tends to occur because of the shrinkage of the energy ray-curable material. 

Also, according to common knowledge in the art, the injection molded substrate of 
Bennett does not have the claimed storage elastic modulus of from 10 3 to 10 7 Pa. If the substrate 
had the claimed storage elastic modulus, the substrate would be easily deformed. 
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In the final office action, the examiner wrote "in col. 10, the method of applying a 
pressure-sensitive adhesive (having release liners thereon) to a substrate is shown". However, 
the substrate referred to by the examiner is the second substrate, which does not have a concavo- 
convex pattern, so the substrate is not a stamper-receiving layer. Therefore, Bennett does not 
disclose the adhesive layer adjacent a stamper-receiving layer, as required by claims 6 and 1 1 . 

Komaki discloses a tensile modulus of a light-transmitting layer of an optical storage 
medium. However, the method of measuring the storage elastic modulus is different from the 
method of measuring the tensile modulus. The materials of the light-transmitting layer are 
disclosed by Komaki to be polycarbonate (Pure Ace from Teijin Co., Ltd.), polyarylate and 
cyclic polyolefin (column 13, lines 46-53). If the storage elastic modulus of the materials 
disclosed could be measured, the applicant would make such measurements; however, such 
measurements are impossible. Therefore, the applicants conducted a test of transferring the 
concavo-convex pattern of a stamper to a polycarbonate sheet of Pure Ace. See the attached 
certificate of the experiment. 

According to the result of the experiment, the concavo-convex pattern of the stamper 
could not be transferred to the polycarbonate sheet. The experiment clearly shows that the 
polycarbonate sheet disclosed in the Komaki patent, which a light-transmitting layer, does not 
have the claimed storage elastic modulus of from 10 3 to 10 7 Pa, and the light-transmitting layer is 
not a stamper-receiving layer claimed in claims 6 and 1 1 . Therefore, this rejection should be 
withdrawn. 

Claims 7-10 and 12-15 depend on one of claims 6 and 1 1 and are thus considered to be 
patentable over the combination of Bennett, Kishioka and Komaki for at least the reasons given 
above. 
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In view of the foregoing, the applicants submit that this application is in condition for 
allowance. A timely notice to that effect is respectfully requested. If questions arise, the 
examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone. 

If there are any problems with the payment of fees, please charge any underpayments and 
credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-1 147. 



Posz Law Group, PLC 

12040 South Lakes Drive, Suite 101 

Reston,VA 20191 

Phone 703-707-9110 

Fax 703-707-91 12 

Customer No. 23400 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 32,377 
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